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REMARKS 

Claims 1 -59 are pending in the present application. Claims 30-59 have been 
added and claims 1 and 16 have been amended herein. No new matter has been added. 

As an initial matter. Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for the 
allowance of claims 8-15 and 21-29. Applicants would also like to thank the Examiner 
for the indication that claims 2, 3, 7, 17, 18, and 20 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the Umitations of the base claims and any intervening 
claims. 

Claims 1, 4-6, 16, and 19 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
assertedly being anticipated by U,S. Patent No. 6,069,400 to Kimura et al. (hereinafter 
"Kimuta"). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Claims 1, and 4-6 

Applicants have amended claim 1 to recite at least one distinguishing feature of an 
embodiment of the present invention not found in the cited references, namely, the step 
forming an etch-stop layer over a substrate"' and that the first low-dielectric constant 
material sub-layer is formed over **the etch-stop lay«r," It is noted that similar limitations 
arc contained in claim 8, which the Exammer has indicated was allowable. 

Claims 4-6 depend from and finther limit independent claim 1 in a patentable 
sense. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the rejections of claims 4-6 be 
withdrawn as well. (Claims 2-3 and 7 have been indicated as being allowable if rewritten 
in independent form.) 

Claims 16 and 19 

Applicants have amended claim 16 to recite at least one distinguishing feature of 
an embodiment of the present invention not found in the cited references, namely, the 
limitation that **a fust low-dielectric constant material sub-layer over an etch-stop layer r 
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It is noted that a similar limitation is contained in claim 21, which the Examiner has 
indicated was allowable. 

Claim 1 9 depends from and further limits independent claim 1 6 in a patentable 
sense. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of claim 19 be 
withdrawn as well (Claims 17, 18, and 20 have been indicated as being allowable if 
rewritten in independent form.) 

NcwCiaimit 30-35 

Claim 30 has been added to recite all of the limitations of previous claim 2, 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, in 
independent form, which the Office Action has indicated as being allowable if rewritten 
in independent form. 

Claims 31-35 depend from and further limit independent claim 30 in a patentable 
sense. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 3 1-35 are allowable as 
well. 

New Claims 36-41 

Claim 36 has been added to recite all of the limitations of previous claim 3, 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, in 
independent form, which the Office Action has indicated as being allowable if rewritten 
in independent form. 

Claims 37-41 depend from and further limit independent claim 36 in a patentable 
sense. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 37-41 are allowable as 
welL 

Ncw Claims 42-47 

Claim 42 has been added to recite all of the limitations of previous claim 7, 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, in 
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independent form, which the Office Action has indicated as being allowable if rewritten 
in indqpendent form. 

Qaims 43-47 depend from and further limit independent claim 42 in a patentable 
sense^ Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 43-47 are allowable as 
well. 

New Claims 48-51 

Claim 48 has been added to recite all of the limitations of previous claim 17, 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, in 
independent form, which the Office Action has indicated as being allowable if rewritten 
in independent form> 

Claims 49-51 depcaid from and further limit independent claim 48 in a patentable 
sense. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 49-51 ate allowable as 
well. 

New Claims 52*55 

Claim 52 has been added to recite all of the limitations of previous claim 18, 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervejiing claims, in 
independent form, which the Office Action has indicated as being allowable if rewritten 
in independent form. 

Claims 53-55 depend from and finlher limit independent claim 52 in a patentable 
sense. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 53-55 are allowable as 
well 

New Claims 56-59 

Claim 56 has been added to recite all of the limitations of previous claim 20^ 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, in 



Page 24 of 25 



TSM03-0340 



PAGE 27/28 ' RCVD AT 3/1 5/2006 3:0 PM [Eastern Standa^^ 



03/15/2806 14:41 



9727329218 



SLATER & MATSIL LLP 



PAGE 28/28 



independent form, which the Office Action has indicated as being allowable if rewritten 
in indcpen.d«it form. 

Claims 57-59 depend from and further limit independent claim 56 in a patentable 
sense. Accordingly, AppUcants respectfiilly submit that claims 57-59 arc allowable as 
well. 

Conclnsiod 

In view of Ae above, ^Ucants respectfiilly submit that the application is in 
condition for allowance and request that the Examiner pass the case to issuance. If the 
Examiner should have any questions. Applicants request that the Examiner please contact 
Applicants' attorney at the address below, to the event that Ae anclosed fees are 
insufficient, please charge any additional fees required to keep this plication pending, 
or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-1065. 



March 15. 2006 



Date 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicant 



SLATER & MATSIL, L.L.P. 
17950 Preston Rd-, Suite 1000 
DaUas, TX 75252 
Tel: 972-732-1001 
Fax: 972-732-9218 
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